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COVID-19 case numbers released as faculty urges 
data be made public
Hallie Riley | Campus Editor
Student Cases On-Campus 
Chief Health Officer Ben Batey released the 
latest COVID-19 updates through an email 
on Wednesday after students wrapped up 
their first week of in-person classes. 
From Aug. 20 to Aug. 31, Batey has 
reported that 37 students have tested 
positive for the coronavirus on BGSU’ main 
campus, while one student has reported 
positive on the Firelands’ campus. 
Currently, no students are occupying the 
university’s reserved isolation spaces at 
Falcon Landing, however, six students are 
quarantining in their dormitories. 
So far, no employees have contributed to 
positive cases this week. 
Since March 2020, BGSU has conducted a 
total of 420 tests and has an overall positivity 
rate of 1.4%. 
Faculty Concerns 
Although the university released a 
COVID-19 dashboard on Wednesday, several 
professors and employees have commented 
on the university’s reluctance to announce 
the information sooner.
“Withholding this information from the 
public at any time, much less for weeks 
during a pandemic, constitutes a dereliction 
of duty. To design and mount a website 
takes hours; to maintain it on a daily basis, 
minutes,” history and American culture 
studies professor  Andrew M. Schocket said 
in an email to President Rodney Rogers.
In addition, Schocket commented on the 
lack of data surrounding the university’s 
prevention and outbreak plan.  
“As of yet, the BGSU administration has 
presented no evidence or no data for why 
BGSU will succeed where . . . hundreds 
of universities this summer have failed 
to have some sort of on-campus or off-
campus regime that prevents the spread of 
COVID-19” Schocket said. 
Schocket does not stand alone in voicing 
his concerns to the university. 
Since June 24, over 160 questions have 
been submitted to Rogers in an anonymous 
form created by Schocket. 
Here are some of the many questions from 
the form surrounding liability, campus 
closure, safety, etc.  listed below: 
“I am not confident BGSU is adequately 
prepared to deal with the pandemic. What’s 
BGSU’s liability if I become infected by the 
virus? Are you preparing for legal actions 
from students, staff, & faculty who may fall 
ill due to your actions?” 
“What are the exact criteria that would 
necessitate returning campus to remote 
learning? Who ultimately makes this 
decision?”
“Why should faculty and staff be expected 
to supply their own masks and other 
protective/safety equipment? . . . Police 
are provided handcuffs, bullet proof vests 
and guns. Doctors are provided masks, 
gloves and scrubs . . . All faculty and staff 
should be provided standard issue uniform 
safety equipment for free. Why is that not 
happening?” 
“If BGSU is a Public University for the 
Public Good, once cases arise among 
students, wouldn’t it be better to keep them 
on campus . . . rather than sending those 
students home to vulnerable parents/
grandparents/etc.? Wouldn’t the greater 
public good be protecting vulnerable groups 
while providing an educational experience 
for those students (who are generally at very 
low risk anyway) in a relatively contained 
environment?”
“Companies like Twitter, Shopify, 
Facebook, and Google are reimbursing 
employees for home office purchases 
like new laptops, ergonomic home office 
chairs or covering internet expenses. It 
seems BGSU would have an obligation to 
reimburse employees for expenses caused 
due to changing job requirements such as 
conducting courses remotely. When can 
we expect reimbursements or stipends for 
home office expenses?” n
Visit bgfalconmedia.com for more.
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CAMPUS FEST  
Goes Virtual!
BG NEWS September 9, 2020  |  PAGE 3
Hallie Riley  | Campus Editor
This year’s Campus Fest will operate 
differently than in previous years. Instead of 
an all-day event, organizers have worked to 
transition Campus Fest into a virtual format 
over the course of four days.
“Campus Fest is a very fun day ... I have a 
folder of about seven plans of trying to do 
it in person ... but it just wasn’t in the cards 
this year,” the Associate Dean of Students for 
Campus Activities Brian Heilmeier said.
Despite not having in-person 
interactions, student organizations will still 
have the opportunity to pitch themselves to 
potential members through a 30-60 second 
informational video.
“Our plan is to work with Marketing 
and Communications to get those put on 
YouTube and then have a website ... with a 
link to the (organization’s) presence page,” 
Heilmeier said.
To take a more personal approach as 
well, Heilmeier explained students will be 
given an individualized experience through 
GetConnected sessions.
Starting on Sept. 7, individuals will 
have the chance to log into these sessions 
through Zoom and discuss their interests 
with orientation members, who can then 
inform them on ways to get involved.
“You gotta be your biggest advocate ... you 
all are your biggest advertisements. From 
an environmental standpoint, it’s not that 
much different. One-on-one conversations 
are still one-on-one conversations,” 
Heilmeier said. 
“And while we might not be able to hold 
... the big flashy events ... the bulk of student 
groups is weekly meetings ... and a lot of 
those meetings can still take place.” n
“Our plan is to work  
with Marketing and 
Communications to get 
those put on YouTube 
and then have a  
website.”
— Brian Heilmeier — 
Associate Dean of Students for  
Campus Activities
BGSU YouTube
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Artists continue to create in isolation
Tiffany Czech | WBGU-FM Contributing Writer 
COVID-19 has brought about many changes 
in pretty much every industry, and the 
music industry has been no exception.
From music venues closing to artists not 
being able to be in the recording studio, 
so many facets of what makes the music 
industry run were forced to pause without 
knowing when they could begin again.
One of the most necessary parts of the 
industry that was affected was the actual 
release of content. Many high-profile 
artists, such as Lady Gaga, Alicia Keys and 
OneRepublic, were forced to postpone their 
most recent releases. Local musicians have 
also felt the effects of the lockdowns.
It soon became clear that releases would 
have to resume in some form even during 
a pandemic. This meant artists and their 
teams had to get creative with how and 
when to release.
After a few weeks of lockdown, artists 
began releasing what has been often 
referred to as some variation of “quarantine 
content.” As could be expected, artists 
started creating a lot while being forced to 
stay home, which has been made easier 
because of current technology. Using 
different types of software, artists have been 
putting out singles, albums, music videos 
and more from home. 
One of the earliest examples of this was 
OneRepublic releasing their single “Better 
Days” in late March, at the very beginning 
of quarantine. The song speaks of the hope 
of coming out on the other side of this 
pandemic to something better, which is a 
sentiment many can relate to.
Now, many artists have done the same. 
In May, Ariana Grande and Justin Bieber 
released their version of a quarantine 
inspired single called “Stuck with U” that 
included a music video filmed largely at 
their respective homes. Taylor Swift released 
her surprise eighth album, “Folklore,” 
on July 24, almost completely recorded 
in isolation, accompanied by a stunning 
music video for the lead single “Cardigan.” 
Kehlani’s second studio album “It Was Good 
Until It Wasn’t” came out in May and has 
had several “quarantine-style” music videos 
associated with it.
And it’s not just big-name celebrities who 
have found themselves releasing music in 
unprecedented times. Local artists have 
also found creative ways to put their music 
out and connect with their fan base. Local 
singer/songwriter and BGSU student              
I M a N I just released a beautiful EP titled 
“Violet.” Additionally, she has been using 
PHOTO VIA PICKIST
the full power of social media to update her 
fans on when they can expect new content. 
The Aces, a girl group that continues to gain 
popularity, have put out their latest release, 
an album titled “Under My Influence.” 
They put on a live stream concert from Los 
Angeles and fans were able to gain access by 
purchasing tickets and even virtual meet-
and-greet passes.
Evidently, musicians at different levels 
have started adapting to the current 
situation. Whether it be the recording and 
release process, or the struggle of finding 
creative ways to promote projects safely and 
PHOTO BY FREDERICK TUBIERMONT VIA UNSPLASH
“Using different types of software, artists have 
been putting out singles, albums, music videos and 
more from home.”
— Tiffany Czech— 
WBGU-FM Contributing Writer
responsibly, it seems that artists and their 
teams will continue to find innovative ways 
to adjust. n 
“However, it soon 
became clear that 
releases would have to 
resume in some form 
even during a pandemic. 
That means that artists 
and their teams had to 
get creative with how 
and when to release”
— Tiffany Czech— 
WBGU-FM Contributing Writer
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PEOPLEON 
THESTREET
What did you do for the long 
weekend?
ALLY SCHANK








picked me up 
and we went 
and visited 
my grandma 
for Labor Day 
Weekend!”
“I surprised my 
family and went 
on a little road 
trip!”
“I just stayed on 
campus and did 
homework!”
“I hung out 
with friends, 
I explored BG 
more and tried 
to learn more 
about it and find 
new places to go, 
and explored the 
downtown area.”
Six life skills every college 
graduate should have
Caitlin Vartorella | Reporter
I graduated a few weeks ago and by no 
means have my life figured out in any way, 
shape or form, but here are some skills that 
make me feel like I’m not totally lost in the 
world, and some that I still need to work on.
Time management
Time management skills are essential for 
being organized and productive. I have 
to admit this is one thing I struggle with 
constantly. Trying to balance course work, 
a job and a social life can be hard enough. 
Things can get out of hand quickly, which is 
why it’s important to find time for deadlines 
and fun times. Writing everything down in 
a planner has been a life saver for me both 
in and out of college. It’s so much easier to 
keep track of everything life’s throwing at you 
when you can see it all laid out in once place. 
Doing your laundry
Seems like an easy one, right? This ought to 
be a learned skill before coming to college, 
but there are some people who still depend 
on another person to do their laundry. It’s 
recommended to separate light and dark-
colored clothes, but if you have to wash your 
clothes all at once, make sure to use cold 
water so the colors don’t bleed. And if you 
have no idea how much detergent to use, 
Tide Pods are a good place to start. 
Even if you’re lucky enough to never have 
to change a tire on your own car, you never 
know who you could help by knowing this in-
formation. Here is a step-by-step tutorial to 
better prepare yourself. 
How to cook (something other than 
mac and cheese)
Managing a budget and sticking to it
As many students begin to move out of 
their family’s home, it’s important to know 
how to handle finances. Living off campus, 
there are more bills to keep track of such as 
rent, utilities, loan payments and groceries. 
Trying to keep everything organized can 
quickly become overwhelming. Here is a 
helpful video about the right way to create a 
budget and tips for staying on track.
How to change a tire
PHOTO BY IAN CAMPBELL
Many students are used to surviving off of 
ramen and pizza rolls. Although they can be 
cheap and delicious, once college is over, 
try exploring other options that don’t rely 
solely on a microwave. Tasty is a company 
that posts a plethora of fun, easy cooking 
tutorials on their pages daily. There are also 
special recipes for vegetarians, vegans and 
all types of diets. 
How to do your taxes
This is a skill schools should be teaching 
students in home economics class, instead 
of learning how to make a pillow or crack an 
egg correctly. Although both are nice skills to 
have, you won’t risk going to federal prison 
if a little bit of eggshell ends up in your food. 
Luckily for those not-so-savvy tax doers, 
there are programs like TurboTax or H&R 
Block that can either do your taxes for you 
or help take all the guesswork out of doing 
them yourself (and they’re free). 
Bonus essential skill: empathy
There’s a lot of uncertainty in the world 
these days. While many people can roll with 
the punches (or at least making it look that 
way), people deal with a lot of physical, 
mental and emotional stress. It’s important 
to remember that everyone you meet is 
going through their own personal issues, 
so try to choose kindness when interacting 
with others.  n
PHOTO BY ANNIE SPRATT VIA UNSPLASH PHOTO BY HELENA LOPES  VIA UNSPLASH
Scan the QR code on the 
left to watch the video on 
how to create a budget.
Scan the QR code on the 
left to watch the step-
by-step tutorial video.
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“It has been a season  
of uncertainty across 
the nation, so I think we 
are seeing this challenge 
every day, everywhere. 
But what we have kind 
of built into our team  
is talking about is win 
the wait. We don’t  
want our girls stunted 
by the pandemic  
pause button”
— Robyn Fralick — 
BGSU Women’s Basketball Coach
Start of basketball season still up in the air
Shayne Nissen | Falcon Media Sports Director
Men’s and women’s basketball each 
released a tentative schedule last week, 
but the likelihood of having a season is still 
unknown.
There is still optimism around both 
programs, and with BGSU hockey being a 
winter sport slated to start on Oct. 9, both 
programs are still treating it as if the season 
is a go.
“The biggest thing is business as usual. 
We don’t know when it is going to happen, 
but I want to be prepared for if it happens. 
If we go into it saying . . . we aren’t going to 
have a season and we do, then we won’t be 
prepared. My biggest thing now is preparing 
us as if we are having a season,” BGSU Men’s 
Basketball Head Coach Michael Huger said.
However, while being prepared is great, 
that task is even more difficult than normal 
with the struggles of the pandemic. Women’s 
Basketball Head Coach Robyn Fralick and her 
team know it is important to keep improving 
despite the challenges of the pandemic.
“We really feel like we can continue to 
build. That can look different, but we always 
have a chance to build. What’s in front of us 
everyday, that could be our fitness, our skill 
level, our togetherness, our leadership. Even 
during these really challenging times we 
still feel like we have been able to have the 
ability to get better,” she said.
But a big fear for many student-athletes 
around the world is this work could be for 
nothing, which is why many believe work 
has to be done to make a season possible, so 
the sacrifices made can be worth it.
“So for the sacrifice that my guys have 
to make of doing things the right way and 
not going out to parties and not going out 
to bars and things like that, I think that’s 
a big sacrifice and I think they should be 
rewarded with the opportunity to play,” 
Huger said.
Fralick knows the term “sacrifice” doesn’t 
just apply to recent times either. In many 
cases, college athletes have worked hard for 
the opportunity to play in the normal year.
“I just want it for my kids. It is just such 
a great piece of your experience. You know 
getting to play college athletics is something 
that you have worked very hard for over the 
journey of your life and to get here and to 
have that opportunity I really want it from 
them. I just think it’s such an important 
piece of their experience here,” she said.
But this type of discipline and sacrifice 
during a pandemic is something almost no 
one has had to deal with.
Being cautious has been taken to a new 
level for many around the world, and that 
includes athletes that want to have a season. 
But temptations can still be present, and 
now with more students on campus those 
temptations could grow.
“All the students are back. When we had 
them in the summer it was just the teams, 
just the sports teams. Us, football, volleyball 
were back. It’s just such a smaller group that 
you can control that. Now with the students 
back it is so easy and tempting to go out and 
hang out and party with them and gather in 
large groups and now somebody could get 
sick and they bring that back to the team,” 
Huger said.
As we know though, everything doesn’t 
rest solely in their hands. 
And the prospect that the same 
conference making this decision, the MAC, 
made the decision to postpone the fall 
football season doesn’t sit well with many 
hoping for a season.
But Huger notes basketball is much 
different than football, especially in terms 
of numbers. 
“As far as arenas and stadiums, stadiums 
hold way more. There is going to be more 
people around, more following, more 
gathering. Basketball is more controlled, 
we can control 15 guys more so than 100. 
So that is the problem that they have 
with football and they just didn’t see that 
happening,” he said.
Huger believes we should know more 
around Sept. 16.
And with many other winter sports, 
including hockey –– waiting on college 
basketball’s decision can’t come soon 
enough. 
“For the mindset, just what we’ve been 
going through with the pandemic, being 
locked up basically for six weeks, or six 
months and not being able to do anything. 
Then you slowly open up and certain things 
close back up and now you get them on 
campus and now it is like we can play and 
you can’t play and then someone gets sick 
and everything gets shut down. It’s just 
so bad for the mindset right now of not 
knowing,” he said.
The MAC season is slated to start on 
Dec. 30 for the women and Jan. 2 for the 
men. The only thing both teams can do 
is prepare for a season that is still largely 
unknown.   
PHOTO BY KYLE MICHAELIS
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Multicultural student orgs adapt to pandemic
Andrew Bailey | Copy Chief
With COVID-19 health and safety 
guidelines restricting how in-person 
events can function, multicultural student 
organizations on campus are adapting to a 
fall semester unlike any before.
As part of their Return to Campus plan, 
BGSU asked that everyone on campus 
maintain a six-foot distance from others and 
limit the size of in-person gatherings. The 
various multicultural student organizations 
on campus are following these rules and 
turning to alternative formats, like virtual 
meetings, to engage their members and 
maintain the close-knit communities they 
seek to foster.
Through video conferencing apps like 
WebEx and Zoom, organizations are 
planning to host open forum discussions on 
relevant issues, bring in guest speakers and 
organize bonding events.
The Black Student Union and Latino 
Student Union are planning for all of their 
events to be online for the semester.
LSU President Zeltzin Contreras-Gomez 
has a full schedule for Latinx Heritage 
Month planned, ranging from voter 
engagement and education with Latinx 
Vote, to a lesson on cooking Cuban cuisine 
with the Teaching Kitchen, to a showcase 
of Latinx culture and arts with La Conexión 
and more, she said.
“As of right now everything is going to 
be virtual until we can meet in person,” 
Contreras-Gomez said. But a virtual format 
brings its own challenges.
“You want to make sure the conversations 
you’re having are still impactful, and I think 
it’s kind of difficult when it’s virtual,” she 
said.
And despite the limitations of screens, 
coming up with fresh and interesting ideas 
to keep members engaged is important, and 
Contreras-Gomez sees collaboration with 
other organizations and student unions as 
one of the best ways to do this.
BSU is one organization LSU has had 
consistent collaboration and allyship with 
in the past, and it is a relationship they hope 
to continue despite the limitations imposed 
by COVID-19.
Coming up with creative virtual events 
is something that BSU President Summer 
Jordan said they are planning as well.
They are hoping to invite motivational 
speakers and comedians, among other ideas 
for events.
Despite COVID-19 pushing many events 
online or canceling them outright, BSU 
is remaining steadfast in their cause and 
commitment to their community.
“We still strive to impact the community, 
and just be of service to our people. A lot 
has happened in the Black Lives Matter 
movement and we’re still trying to comprise 
what we can do to say something. I don’t 
want our exec board to be refrained 
from doing anything and be deterred (by 
COVID-19). We have to step up to the plate 
because a lot of people need us right now,” 
Jordan said.
Although the BSU and LSU currently have 
no plans for collaboration set in stone, they 
both plan to be supportive of one another 
and continue their relationship with each 
other and other student unions around 
campus, while keeping contemporary social 
issues in mind.
One of these potential plans for 
collaboration is for the Queer/Trans Student 
Union to work with other multicultural 
organizations on campus to diversify their 
predominately white membership, both 
Jordan and QTSU President Azrael Wilder 
said.
And QTSU hopes to unite the diversity 
on campus for a festive night of costumes 
and sugar rushes with Trunk or Treat, a 
Halloween-themed event where participants 
trick-or-treat from the trunks of cars.
Wilder said they plan on reaching 
out to “essentially every multicultural 
organization” for the event.
While planned events like these can create 
a warm sense of community for minority 
groups across campus, bonds within an 
organization are still being formed and 
solidified without coordinating official, 
university-sanctioned gatherings.
India Student Association President 
Sudish Rayaprolu said members regularly 
played volleyball over the summer and have 
kept in touch through social media and 
other platforms during the pandemic.
But the future of COVID-19 is uncertain. 
And Rayaprolu, like many others, is attentive 
to the day-to-day health and safety of his 
members, especially since many members 
of ISA are international and are not 
currently living in the U.S.
“Right now I can’t predict the future. We’re 
taking care of our group of people right now, 
at this moment, so they’re not affected,” he 
said. “Let the future come and then I will 
take action.”
Noting the current situation as it unfolds, 
he has emphasized a prevention-focused 
mindset to ISA’s body.
“We are focused on prevention and 
avoiding (unhealthy or unsafe practices),” 
he said. “For me, what I do now is more 
important than what I will do in the future. 
Because what I do now will reflect what I 
will do in the future.”
ISA currently has no plans to collaborate 
with other student organizations in-person, 
and other organizations are following suit or 
adopting a “play it by ear” strategy.
The World Student Association’s 
International Dinner, an annual event that 
brings together a wide variety of cultures 
on campus for an evening of arts, food and 
learning to kick off International Education 
Week, won’t be happening in its usual form 
this semester, if at all.
According to WSA President Claire 
Oglesbee, the event typically has over 300 
attendees. And transitioning it to an online 
format is logistically off the table.
Like ISA, most of WSA’s membership is 
international, but after gauging who is and 
isn’t on campus, they may host small in-
person events or virtual gatherings.
“We’re trying to figure out how many 
people are on campus that would be 
interested in coming. Obviously there’s 
restrictions on (in-person gatherings), but if 
there’s only five people (in WSA) on campus 
anyways, we can still try to do something 
that’s meaningful for them, as well as doing 
things in an online format,” she said.
With the focus on physical distancing, 
mask-wearing and hand-washing, as well as 
general cleanliness, organizations that still 
plan to host multiple events in person have 
logistical hurdle after logistical hurdle to 
take into account.
But, tough problems require creative 
solutions.
“As of right now 
everything is going to be 
virtual until we can meet 
in person.”
— Zeltzin Contreras-Gomez — 
President of Latino Student Union
Students walking to class in front of the BGSU letters. PHOTO BY WILL ARNDT
continued on page 8
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WE DELIVER.
The Toledo Blade Food Critic
  1. Anagram of "Cabs"
  2. Mother
  3. So be it
  4. Cleave
  5. Clan emblem
  6. Trace
  7. Artist's workroom
  8. Twofold
  9. Fodder
10. Chokepoint
11. Something to shoot for
12. French for "Our" 
13. Welcome
21. Jazz ostinatos
25. Relating to urine
26. Rodents
27. Reflected sound
28. T T T T
29. As acknowledged
34. Immersed









52. A large ladle
53. Mistake






  1. Clever







19. French for "Head"








33. Anagram of "Fear"
35. Awkward
39. Drugstore (British)
41. Aircraft engine enclosure






51. Sleeping sickness carrier
54. Hairdo
56. Unit of land
57. Sickening
63. Unit of cut wood
64. Bites
65. Cowboy sport






THE BG NEWS SUDOKU
SUDOKU
To play: Complete the grid 
so that every row, column 
and every 3 x 3 box contains 
the digits 1 to 9. There is no 
guessing or math involved. 
Just use logic to solve
4 9
Create and solve your
Sudoku puzzles for FREE.
Play more Sudoku and win prizes at:
prizesudoku.com
The Sudoku Source of “BG News”.
While they don’t pressure members to 
come to in-person events, BGSU Hillel 
provides everyone who comes to one with 
a welcome bag containing things like paper 
towels and cleanliness items, as well as 
large, unfoldable tapestries that one can 
move around with them and use to create a 
“personal bubble.”
Their typical turnout for an event ranges 
from 10 to 15, President Ela Cohen said.
And while 30 to 40 show up to their 
Hanukkah celebration, COVID-19 has forced 
it to transition online, and they’ve devised 
a system to allow those regular 10 to 15 
members to still participate in person if they 
choose so.
They split events up into “sections,” where 
they host the same event back-to-back, plus 
an opportunity for virtual participation.
This method does bring additional stress 
though, as it doubles, or even triples, the 
length of the commitment for the members 
involved in organizing the event.
And the stress of maintaining unity and 
a variety of ways for members to still be 
involved in a manner they’re comfortable 
with is something that executive members of 
all organizations are experiencing.
“It’s definitely very stressful for everyone 
involved,” Cohen said. “But it’s something 
we’re all adapting to and working through 
together.”
And optimism that the winter and spring 
semester will bring is important, while still 
keeping contingency plans for the possibility 
of the pandemic worsening or remaining 
steady in mind.
“Hopefully spring looks a little bit different 
and we have a little bit more freedom and 
we can just take off,” Jordan said. “We’re 
just trying to ride things out the best we can 
and prepare for a hopefully brighter spring 
semester.”
A brighter future devoid of the dangers of 
COVID-19 is something every multicultural  
organization is crossing their fingers for.
A resounding theme of unity with one 
another remains consistent as well — 
whether it be through a laptop camera, 
phone or six feet apart behind a mask.
“We all want to help each other,” Jordan 
said. “And this is something that we can all 
get through together.”  n
Student orgs adapt to pandemic
continued from page 7
“Hopefully spring looks 
a little bit different and 
we have a little bit more 
freedom and we can just 
take off... We’re just trying 
to ride things out the best 
we can and prepare for a 
hopefully brighter spring 
semester.”
— Summer Jordan — 
President of Black Student Union Visit bgfalconmedia.com for more.
